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Happy First Mystery Friday, Quiltvillians!

| hope you are as excited and ready to get going
on this year's Quiltville Winter Mystery as | am.

Hopefully before you dig in here you've had a
chance to read our Introduction post. I've
linked it under our Lupine & Laughter Mystery
tab at the top of the blog.

You'll find all future parts by clicking to that tab.

What are we doing in Part One?
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24 sets of 4 matching hourglass units.

(Meaning all fabrics per set are the same, but
sets can differ from set to set - just make 4 of
each per set.)

These hourglass units will measure 2 1/2"
unfinished and finish at 2" in the quilt.

You can use ANY method you prefer to make
these, just keep in mind the unfinished and
finished sizes. Adjust your seam allowance as
needed to bring you to unit size.

Traditional Rotary Cutting: (Directions are for
one set of 4 matching)

From pink, ice blue and neutral fabrics cut:
2 pink squares 3 1/4"

From neutral fabrics cut:

1 neutral square 3 1/4"

From ice blue fabric cut:

1 square 3 1/4"

Pair a pink square with a neutral square with
right sides together. Slice twice on the
diagonals with an X to yield 4 matched pairs of
quarter square triangles ready to sew.

Repeat by matching the second pink square to
an ice blue square. Slice on the diagonal with an
X to yield 4 matched pairs of quarter square
triangles ready to sew.

The sewing is the same as with the Essential
Triangle Tool below.

Using the Essential Triangle Tool will have you
cutting easily from strips, saving time and
increasing your piecing accuracy.

Unlike having to cut 3 1/4" squares as in the
traditional rotary cutting method above, | used
my Essential Triangle Tool to cut the quarter-
square triangles from 1 1/2” strips.

1 1/2” strips are something | keep readily on
hand so | can easily go to my strip stash and pull
what | need.



Essential Triangle Tool Method:

Pivot the ruler, placing that fourth green line at
the bottom of the strip, ON the fabric. Cut.

Paira11/2" ice blue strip to a 1 1/2" pink strip
with right sides together. (Top of photo)

Pair a neutral 1 1/2" strip to a 1 /2" strip of the
same pink. (Bottom of photo)

Pivot the ruler and continue to cut four triangle
pairs from each fabric pairing - four from the
pink/neutral and four from the pink/ice

blue. Each unit is half an hourglass unit. When
they are sewn and added to another unit they
will complete one hourglass.

To cut quarter-square triangles, place the
second green line from the top (Look for the 1
1/2" strip width marking down the center in
green) at the bottom edge of the strip with the
green line ON the pink fabric, not below it on
the mat.

Trim 2 sides as shown. The upper tip of the ruler
will extend above the top of the strip just a bit
creating a flat spot at the top of the cut

triangle.

Four pairs of each = four hourglass units.



Gently press toward the pink triangles. Remove
dog ears. Make 8 half hourglass units.

Join hourglass halves to make 4 matching
hourglass units.

Stitch units as shown, sewing from top down off
the point with the pink fabric on top.

Sewing from the corner first will keep your
machine from eating the point.

*HINT* If your machine likes to eat triangles,
start with your needle down. Position the
triangle so it is right up against the needle and
begin sewing with the triangles already on the
feed dogs to help them through. The first stitch
should go right into the fabric, instead of thread

just wrapping around thread and air-sewing a

. o . Spin-press seams as shown to minimize
few stitches before hitting fabric.

bulk. Remove dog ears. Trim unitsto 2 1/2" as
Machine still eating triangles? Try a straight needed.
stitch plate. Well worth the investment.

Just a smidge of trimming needed here!



One set of 4 matching complete!

Make 24 sets of 4. (96 total)
And that's it for this week!

Click to view All My Tours tab at the top of my
blog and join me in my 2026, 2027 and 2028
line up of exciting destinations and quilty
inspirations!

| am so excited about this whole lineup over the
next couple of years and | hope you'll join me.

This mystery pattern is given for personal use
only.

No part may be reproduced or transmitted in
any form by any means, electronic or
mechanical including printing or photocopying
for sharing, scanning or by any information
storage and retrieval system without permission
in writing from the author.

Please no uploading and saving of this file with
intent to share, email or distribute, either
digitally or in hard copy.

This is a reader appreciation mystery, something
| give back to my readers for their support over
the years.

Please help me continue to design and show
your support by sending your friends to my blog
to print their own copy.

Please check out my other designs found in

the Quiltville Store (Quiltville.com/shop) where
my books (paperback) notions, tools, and other
goodies along with my digital patterns are found
right at your fingertips.



